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MAMMOTH   FIRESIDE   ATTRACTS 
200,000  YOUTHS 

A  three-month  program — most  intensive  of  its 
kind  in  the  history  of  the  Church — designed  to 
reach  all  the  young  people  in  the  290  stakes 
was  launched  January  3,  1960.  From  coast  to 
coast  in  the  U.S.A.,  in  western  Canada,  in 
Hawaii,  Mexico,  and  in  distant  New  Zealand, 
bishoprics  and  MIA  officers  of  the  wards  and 
stakes  have  been  perparing  for  this  tremendous 
youth  fireside  programme. 

Highlighting  this  massive  effort  to  influence 
young  people  to  a  renewal  of  interest  in  the 
standards  and  precepts  of  the  Church  was  an 
inspiring  message  from  President  David  O. 
McKay.  This  address  was  delivered  in  the  Salt 
Lake  Tabernacle  and  sent  by  closed-wire  circuit 
to  approximately  170  groups  in  290  stakes  of 
the  Church.  A  conservative  estimate  places 
President  McKay's  listening  audience  close  to 
the  200,000  mark— a  record  of  its  kind  as  the 
Church  made  interesting  history. 


Elder  Mark  E.  Peterson  of  the  Council  of  the 
Twelve  was  the  first  of  five  speakers  on  the 
12-weeks'  series  of  radio  programmes  which 
are  being  broadcast  from  Salt  Lake  City  at 
9  p.m.  beginning  January  10.  The  programmes 
are  aimed  especially  at  some  5,000  fireside 
groups  in  session  at  that  hour  throughout  the 
Church. 

Other    speakers    in    this    series    will    include 
Elder   Marion   D.   Hanks   of   the   First   Council 
of  Seventy,  Elders  Howard  W.  Hunter,  Spencer  W.  Kimball,  and  Harold 
B.  Lee  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve. 

Approximately  20  radio  stations  in  the  U.S.A..  Canada,  and  Hawaii 
are  co-operating  and  giving  their  time  as  a  public  service. 
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HOUSE 


BUILT  UPON  A  ROCK 


By   President   Glen   G.  Fisher 


A  short  time  ago  I  read  the 
following  short  story.  You  will 
recognise  the  setting  and  the 
instance  immediately,  but  perhaps  it 
will  not  be  so  easy  for  us  to  make 
application  in  our  own  lives. 

Every  Christian  and  especially 
every  member  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 
automatically,  through  their  living, 
place  themselves  into  one  of  these 
categories.  It  seems  so  important  to 
me  that  we  be  as  the  one  spoken  of 
last  in  our  story: 

"One  day  when  the  people  were 
crowding  around  listening  to  a  man 
who  was  telling  them  some  strange 
and  interesting  things  about  their 
lives,  he  told  them  a  story  about  a 
sower  who  was  sowing  seed.  Some 
of  the  seed,  he  said,  fell  on  the  little 
footpath.  The  birds  saw  it,  and  they 
flew  down  and  picked  it  at  once. 

"Some  of  the  seed  fell  on  pieces 
of  rock,  which  had  a  little  earth 
spread  over  them.  The  seed  began 
to  grow,  but  the  roots  soon  hit  the 
rocks,  and  the  green,  blades  dried 
up  and  died  before  they  could  grow 
into  grain. 

"Some  of  the  seed  fell  on  nice, 
soft  soil,  where  the  roots  could 
drink  up  moisture  as  they  went 
down.  Up  shot  the  fine  green  blades, 
and  they  looked  as  if  they  would 
bear  a  lot  of  grain.  But  up  with  the 
green  blades  came  also  some  strong 
weeds,  and  they  grew  so  tall  and 
thick  that  the  poor  little  green 
blades  of  grain  were  choked,  and  so 
they  soon  died. 

"But  most  of  the  seed  the  sower 
threw  around  him  fell  on  good, 
deep  soil  that  was  free  from  hard 
rocks  and  ugly  weeds.  It  grew 
the    23rd    verses.    They    speak,    as 


quickly  and  became  strong,  and  soon 
covered  the  whole  field  with  beauti- 
ful golden  ears  of  corn,  and  the  men 
and    women   and   children  rejoiced. 

"And  that  is  the  story  the  Man 
told  the  people,  but  they  couldn't 
understand  why  all  the  seed  could 
not  bring  forth  grain,  so  they  asked 
him  a  lot  of  questions.  He  said  the 
sower  was  He  himself,  who  sows  the 
good  seed  of  love  and  faith  and 
truth  in  our  hearts.  When  our  hearts 
are  hard,  like  the  path,  the  evil 
forces  come  and  take  the  seeds  away 
so  quickly,  that  they  never  start  to 
grow. 

"Some  of  our  hearts,  the  Man 
said,  are  like  the  stony  ground,  who 
wish  to  do  well,  but  the  wishes  last 
only  for  a  little  while.  The  good 
seed  may  spring  up,  but  soon  he 
gives  up  trying  to  be  good,  and 
disappoints  his  friends. 

"There  are  others  who  really  mean 
to  do  good,  but  they  will  not  root 
out  of  their  hearts  the  weeds  of 
anger  and  selfishness  and  disobe- 
dience. These  bad  weeds  grow  so 
rapidly  that  they  choke  the  little 
seeds  of  good  deeds  as  they  try  to 
grow. 

"But,  fortunately,  many  are  like 
the  good  earth  in  which  the  seeds 
of  good  grow  and  spread.  They  form 
roots,  so  that  when  the  storms  of 
life  come,  the  golden  grain  stands 
firm  unto  a  beautiful  harvest  of  life 
well  lived  .  .  ." 

Now  having  read  the  story,  which 
is  as  I  am  sure  you  have  discovered 
a  parody  on  the  Parable  of  the 
Sower,  what  message  does  it  have 
for  us  ? 

May  I  suggest  you  take  your  Bible 
and  turn  to  the  13th  chapter  of 
Matthew  and  read  from  the  3rd  to 
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suggested  before,  in  no  uncertain 
terms  of  you  and  me  and  our  rela- 
tionship to  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  the  church  that  we  have 
espoused.  We  would  do  well  to 
make  an  appraisal  and  see  just  how 
we  square  with  these  things. 

What  kind  of  seed  bed  do  we 
have?  Are  we  like  the  soil  that  does 
not  have  sustaining  qualities?  Or  do 
we  become  easily  offended?  Does 
the  cares  of  the  world  choke  out  the 
gospel  truths?  What  about  our 
fruits?  Do  we  bear  "an  hundred 
fold,  sixty  or  only  thirty"?  These 
are  pertinent  questions,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  words  of  our  Savior,  of 
vital  importance;  for  He  said: 

"Therefore  whosover  heareth 
these  sayings  of  mine,  and  doeth 
them,  I  will  liken  him  unto  a  wise 
man,  which  built  his  house  upon  a 
rock: 

And  the  rain  descended,  and 
the  floods  came,  and  the  winds 
blew,  and  beat  upon  that  house; 
and  it  fell  not:  for  it  was  founded 
upon  a  rock. 

And  every  one  that  heareth 
these  sayings  of  mine,  and  doeth 
them  not,  shall  be  likened  unto  a 
foolish  man,  which  built  his  house 
upon  the  sand: 

And  the  rain  descended,  and 
the  floods  came,  and  the  winds 
blew,  and  beat  upon  that  house;  and 
it  fell :  and  great  was  the  fall  of  it." 
(Matt.  7:24-27) 

In  the  past  three  years  since  Sister 
Fisher  and  I  arrived  in  the  South 
African  Mission,  over  four  hundred 
converts  have  come  into  the  church. 
It  is  estimated  that  at  least  one 
hundred  children  under  the  age  for 
baptism  have  become  members  with 
their  parents.  I  feel  particularly 
responsible  for  these  five  hundred 
members  as  in  each  baptism  per- 
formed it  was  my  responsibility  to 
examine  the  seed  bed  and  make 
sure:  "That  the  seed  was  received 
into  good  ground."  Perhaps  it  would 
be  too  much  to  ask  in  light  of  the 
Savior's  interpretation  of  the  Parable 
of  the  Sower  (Matt:  13:18-23)  that 
all  of  these  five  hundred  souls 
should  bear  fruit  one  hundred  per 
cent,  but  nevertheless,  I  have  a  great 
hope  in  my  heart  that  this  is  and 
will  be  the  case.  With  all  the  fervour 
of  my  soul  I  appeal  to  you,  my  dear 


friends,  not  only  new  converts,  but 
all  members  throughout  the  mission, 
to  give  serious  consideration  to 
these  things.  So  much  depends  on 
our  faithfulness.  We  stand  to  lose  so 
much  and  my  heart  aches  when  I 
read  some  of  our  reports  which  dis- 
close the  fact  that  at  least  fifty  per 
cent  of  our  membership  have 
seemingly  lost  faith  and  "becometh 
unfruitful".   (Matt.    13:22) 

There  is  another  parable  that  tells 
us  of  our  fate,  and  its  import  cannot 
be  misconstrued.  This  parable  has 
direct  application  to  members  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  and  I  pray  we  will  all  heed 
the  warning  contained  therein.  It  is 
recorded  in  Matthew  25:1-13,  and 
reads  as  follows: 

"Then  shall  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  be  likened  unto  ten  virgins, 
which  took  their  lamps,  and  went 
forth  to  meet  the  bridegroom. 

And  five  of  them  were  wise, 
and  five  were  foolish. 

They  that  were  foolish  took 
their  lamps,  and  took  no  oil  with 
them. 

But  the  wise  took  oil  in  their 
vessels  with  their  lamps. 

While  the  bridegroom 
tarried,  they  all  slumbered  and  slept. 

And  at  midnight  there  was  a 
cry  made,  Behold,  the  bridegroom 
cometh;  go  ye  out  to  meet  him. 

Then  all  those  virgins  arose 
and  trimmed  their  lamps. 

And  the  foolish  said  unto 
the  wise,  Give  us  of  your  oil;  for 
our  lamps  are  gone  out. 

But  the  wise  answered, 
saying,  Not  so;  lest  there  be  not 
enough  for  us  and  you:  but  go  ye 
rather  to  them  that  sell,  and  buy  for 
yourselves. 

And  while  they  went  to  buy, 
the  bridegroom  came;  and  they  that 
were  ready  went  in  with  him  to  the 
marriage:  and  the  door  was  shut. 

Afterwards  came  also  the 
other  virgins,  saying,  Lord,  Lord, 
open  to  us. 

But  he  answered  and  said, 
Verily  I  say  unto  you,  I  know  you 
not. 

Watch     therefore,     for     ye 
know  neither  the  day  nor  the  hour 
wherein  the  Son  of  man  cometh." 
Once  more  I  wish  to  emphasise 
(Continued  on   page   52) 
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MY  MISSION 


By   Sister   Rosa   van   Schalkwyk 


THE  most  important  clay  of  my 
life  was  a  beautiful  Sunday 
when  I  was  set  apart  as  a 
missionary  for  the  Church.  I  was 
told  then  that  the  year  ahead 
would  either  be  the  happiest  or  the 
most  miserable  year  of  my  life. 
I  was  fortunate  enough  to  start 
this  mission  at  the  beginning  of 
Convention  and  soon  I  will  be 
taking  oart  in  another  Convention 
but  this  time  with  mixed  feelings. 
Happy  because  I  am  going  home 
and  will  be  with  my  family  again 
but  very  unhappy  because  this  past 
year  has  gone  by  so  fast  and  I 
will  be  finished  with  my  mission. 
But  I  take  comfort  in  the  words 
"Once  a  missionary  always  a 
missionary". 

My  mission  has  done  a  lot  for 
me.  I  have  learned  to  place  my 
goals  and  values  high  and  not  to 
come  down.  This  has  taken  hard 
work  and  wili  take  twice  as  much 
work  when  I  am  off  my  mission 
but  if  the  Lord  will  help  me  I  will 
be  able  to  attain  this. 

About  two  years  ago  I  did  not 
think  it  very  important  to  know 
the  scriptures  and  the  principles  of 
the  Gospel  because  I  was  a 
member  and  I  thought  that  was 


all.  To  my  sorrow  I  have  found  out 
that  this  is  not  so.  I  have  come 
to  realize  the  importance  of  gain- 
ing knowledge  for  without  know- 
ledge how  can  we  live  the  principles 
of  the  Gospel  if  we  do  not  know 
what  they  are?  How  can  we  ever 
begin  to  convert  people  to  the 
truth  if  we  do  not  know  the  truth 
ourselves?  If  there  is  any  advice 
which  I  can  give  the  younger 
people  I  would  say  learn  all  you 
can  about  the  Gospel  today 
because  tomorrow  never  comes.  If 
you  do  not  learn  the  principles  of 
the  Gospel  now  you  will  find  your- 
selves in  a  position  where  you  will 
be  asked  to  defend  the  teachings 
of  the  Church  and  you  will  not  be 
able  to  do  so  because  you  do  not 
know  them. 

I  have  learned  to  love  peop'e 
and  to  understand  them.  When 
they  do  something  I  try  and  find 
out  what  made  them  do  it  instead 
of  condemning  them  for  doing  so. 
When  I  think  of  all  the  lovelv 
friends  I  have  made  and  that  I 
have  had  to  leave  them  my  neart 
aches  but  someday  I  shall  see 
them  again. 

(Continued  on  page  45) 
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THE 


WILL 


OF 


MAI 


By  John   Wilson 


MANY  of  us  face  the  period 
ahead  with  a  sense  of  futility. 
What  is  the  use  of  thinking  of  a 
better  future,  or  planning  our 
individual  lives,  if  the  complicated 
machinery  of  our  civilization  is  so 
badly  constructed  as  to  give  little 
or  no  security? 

Yet  history  has  proved  that 
notable  achievements  of  man  have 
more  often  than  not  been  accom- 
plished in  years  of  insecurity. 
Milton's  great  work  was  done  in 
the  chaos  of  England's  Civil  War, 
and  Goethe  and  Beethoven  wrote 
themselves  into  immortality  while 
Napoleon's  armies  were  pounding 
across  Europe. 

Our  forefathers  were  often  afraid 
of  the  future,  and  their  judge- 
ments, as  after  events  have  proved, 
were  frequently  faulty.  But 
through  history  runs  a  stream  of 
dauntlessness,  and  high  courage  in 
the  face  of  odds,  a  determination,  a 
refusal  to  accept  defeat,  a  stub- 
born denial  that  human  life  cannot 
arise   above    disaster. 

What  is  it  that  God  has  equiped 
man  with  that  enables  him  to  make 
this  great  effort  and  progress, 
converts  him  from  a  weak  mortal 
into  a  powerful  even  if  imperfect 
master      over      great      odds      and 


difficulties? 

Physically  man  is  provided, 
among  other  things,  with  sense 
organs  by  which  he  can  discern 
certain  events  which  surround 
him.  These  sense  organs  such  as 
our  eyes,  ears,  nose,  tongue,  and 
skin  make  man  conscious  of  things 
about  him,  and  his  emotions  which 
give  him  the  feeling  of  joy,  sorrow, 
hope,  fear,  desire,  and  pity.  All 
these  sense  organs  occupy  a  key 
position  in  the  adjusting  of  man's 
reaction,  and  behaviour.  Behaviour 
is  the  result  of  forces  which  can  be 
controlled  or  isolated  according  to 
his  will.  The  will  of  man  then 
becomes  the  power  that  makes  him 
master  over  his  imperfections,  and 
power  to  work  out  his  destiny. 

To  everyone  born  into  this  world 
is  given  an  independent,  and  in- 
dividual will.  There  is  no  one 
attribute  that  so  clearly  distin- 
guishes man  as  does  the  intelligent 
will,  or  the  will  to  act  intelligently. 
It  is  by  the  exercise  of  one's  will 
that  we  gather  information  rapidly 
or  slowly,  and  are  prepared  to 
challenge  the  experiences  of  life 
with  complete  faith  and  confidence. 

The  Gospel,  resting  upon  eternal, 

(Continued  on  page  52) 
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YOUR  QUESTION 
ANSWERED 


QUESTION: 

Is  it  permissible  for  a  person  to 
be  administered  to  by  only  one 
holding  the  Priesthood?  Can  one's 
wife,  who  shares  the  Priesthood  of 
her  husband,  or  an  Aaronic  Priest- 
hood  member  assist? 

Is  it  permissible  to  annoint  the 
afflicted  parts  of  the  body  or 
administer  the  oil   internally? 

What     about     the     statement     in 
James   where    it    says,    "And    if   he 
have   commited   sins,   they   shall   be 
forgiven  him?"  (James  5:15) 
ANSWER: 

These  questions  have  been  asked 
quite  frequently  during  the  time  I 
have  been  here,  and  I  feel  a  com- 
plete discussion  on  this  subject  is 
needful. 

This  ordinance  of  administering 
to  the  sick  is  as  old  as  Adam;  in 
fact  whenever  the  Gospel  was  here 
on  the  earth,  the  Lord  gave  a 
commission  to  bless  those  who  were 
afflicted.  We  find  this  lovely  ordi- 
nance being  practiced  in  Old 
Testament  times  as  well  as  in  the 
time  of  our  Lord's  ministry.  When 
the  Gospel  was  restored  in  this  Dis- 
pensation, the  Lord  gave  instructions 
to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  as 
follows: 

"And  whosoever  among  you  are 
sick,  and  have  not  faith  to  be  healed, 
but  believe,  shall  be  nourished  with 
all  tenderness,  with  herbs  and  mild 
food,  and  that  not  by  the  hand  of 
enemy. 

And  the  elders  of  the  church,  two 
or  more,  shall  be  called,  and  shall 
pray  for  and  lay  their  hands  upon 
them  in  my  name;  and  if  they  die 
they  shall  die  unto  me,  and  if  they 
live  they  shall  live  unto  me."  (Doc. 
&  Cov.  42:43-44.) 

We  find  practically  the  same  in- 
structions in  James  5:13-15 

"Is  any  among  you  afflicted!  Let 
him  pray.  Is  any  merry?  let  him 
sing  psalms. 

Is  any  sick  among  you?   let  him 


by   PRESIDENT  GLEN   G,   FISHER 

call  for  the  elders  of  the  Church; 
and  let  them  pray  over  him,  anoint- 
ing him  with  oil  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord: 

And  the  prayer  of  faith  shall  save 
the  sick,  and  the  Lord  shall  raise 
him  up;  and  if  he  have  committed 
sins,  they  shall  be  forgiven  him." 

These  instructions  are  clear  and 
leave  no  doubt  whatever  concerning 
the  procedure  and  mode  of  per- 
forming this  ordinance.  In  case 
there  might  be  some  misunderstand- 
ing, I  give  you  the  words  of  Joseph 
Fielding  Smith  on  this  subject: 

"The  detail  in  anointing  and 
blessing  the  sick  is  as  follows:  Two 
or  more  elders  should  be  called  for 
the  purpose.  One  elder  should  pour 
the  oil  from  the  bottle  containing 
pure  olive  oil,  which  has  been  con- 
secrated, upon,  the  crown  of  the  head 
of  the  sick  person.  (One  drop  taken 
from  a  medicine  dropper  is  im- 
proper, nor  should  the  oil  be 
poured  from  a  spoon.)  The  brother 
anointing  should  not  seal  the 
anointing  but  leave  that  to  the 
second  elder  who  offers  the  prayer 
of  administration.  The  sick  person 
should  be  called  by  name  in  the 
anointing,  and  it  should  be  done  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  and  by 
authority  of  the  Melchizedek  Priest- 
hood according  to  the  revelation, 
and  to  the  end  that  the  sick  person 
may  be  healed.  After  the  ordinance 
of  anointing  is  finished,  the  elders 
present,  two  or  more  including  the 
one  who  anointed,  will  lay  their 
hands  upon  the  head  of  the  sick 
and  offer  a  prayer  in  faith  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  by  virtue 
of  the  priesthood  which  they  hold, 
seal  the  anointing.  If  moved  upon 
by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  the 
brother  who  in  voice  may  rebuke 
the  illness  and  bless  with  life  and 
health.  Prayers  and  blessings  for  the 
sick  need  not  be  of  great  length, 
that  which  is  essential  should  be 
uttered  and  then  the  prayer  closed  in 
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the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.  After  the 
administration  is  finished,  it  is  wis- 
dom for  the  Elders  who  officiate 
not  to  prolong  their  visit  but  cheer- 
fully withdraw." 

Now  in  answer  to  the  specific 
questions,  I  refer  again  to  the 
writings  of  Joseph  Fielding  Smith, 
also  his  Father  Joseph  F.  Smith  and 
the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith.  To 
clarify,  the  question  will  be  repeated 
again  and  the  answer  will  follow: 

"If  a  man  were  alone  with  a  sick 
person,  should  he  anoint  with  oil 
and  give  the  blessing  and  seal  it 
by  himself?" 

If  an  elder  is  alone  and  no  help 
available,  and  he  is  called  on  to 
administer  to  the  sick,  he  has  full 
authority  both  to  anoint  and  seal 
the    anointing. 

"Is  it  proper  to  anoint  the 
afflicted  parts  of  the  body?" 

No.  The  anointing  should  be  on 
the  crown  of  the  head.  (It  could  be 
a  matter  of  impropriety  to  anoint 
afflicted  parts   of  the  body.) 

"Is  it  permissible  to  administer 
the  oil  internally?" 

No.  Taking  the  oil  internally  is 
not  part  of  the  administration.  If 
persons  who  are  ill  wish  to  take 
internally,  they  are  not  forbidden, 
but  many  sicknesses  will  not  be  im- 
proved by  oil  in  the  stomach. 

"Is  it  proper  for  an  elder  to  take 
with  him  a  brother  holding  the 
Aaronic  Priesthood  to  assist  in 
administering  to  the  sick?" 

This  question  has  been  answered 
by  the  First  Presidency  and  Council 
of  the  Twelve  as  follows: 

"...  It  was  the  sense  of  the 
Council  .  .  .  that  the  practice  of 
administering  be  confined  to  the 
elders;  but  in  the  case  of  absolute 
necessity,  that  is  where  an  elder 
finds  himself  in  the  situation  that  he 
cannot  avail  himself  of  the  company 
of  another  elder,  he  may.  if  oppor- 
tunity affords,  avail  himself  of  the 
company  of  a  member  of  the 
Aaronic  Priesthood,  or  even  a  lay 
member,  but  for  the  purpose  only  of 
being  supported  by  the  faith  of  such 
member  or  members,  the  elder  alone 
to  officiate  in,  the  ordinance  of 
administration;  or  the  elder  may 
administer  alone  without  such 
assistance  of  a  lay  member  or  one 
holding  the  Aaronic  Priesthood." 


"If  a  man  and  his  wife  were  alone 
with  a  sick  person,  could  he  anoint 
with  the  oil  and  then  seal  the 
anointing  with  his  wife  assisting 
using  the  priesthood  she  holds 
jointly  with  her  husband?" 

President  Joseph  F.  Smith  in  The 
Improvement  Era,  Vol.  10,  page 
308,  answered  this  question  as 
follows : 

"Does  a  wife  hold  the  priesthood 
with  her  husband  and  may  she  lay 
hands  on  the  sick  with  him,  with 
authority?" 

"A  wife  does  not  hold  the  priest- 
hood with  her  husband,  but  she 
enjoys  the  benefits  thereof  with  him; 
and  if  she  is  requested  to  lay  hands 
on  the  sick  with  him,  or  with  any 
other  officer  holding  the  Melchi- 
zedek  Priesthood,  she  may  do  so 
with  perfect  propriety.  It  is  no  un- 
common thing  for  a  man  and  wife 
unitedly  to  administer  to  their 
children  .  .  ." 

The  wife  would  lay  on  hands  just 
as  would  a  member  of  the  Aaronic 
Priesthood,  or  a  faithful  brother 
without  the  priesthood,  thus  giving 
support  by  faith  to  the  ordinance. 
The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  said, 

"Respecting  females  administering 
for  the  healing  of  the  sick,  there 
could  be  no  evil  in  it,  if  God  gave 
his  sanction  by  healing;  that  there 
could  be  more  sin  in  any  female 
laying  hands  on  and  praying  for  the 
sick,  than  in  wetting  the  face  with 
water;  it  is  no  sin  for  anybody  to 
administer  that  has  faith,  or  if  the 
sick  have  faith  to  be  healed  by  their 
administration." 

Such  an  administration  would  not 
be  by  virtue  of  the  Priesthood,  but 
a  manifestation  of  faith. 

"James  says  when  a  man  admini- 
sters to  a  sick  person  he  has  power 
to  remit  his  sins?" 

It  is  not  the  Elder  who  remits  or 
forgives  the  sick  man's  sins,  but  the 
Lord.  If  by  the  power  of  faith  and 
through  the  administration,  by  the 
Elders  the  man  is  healed,  it  is  evi- 
dence that  his  sins  have  been  for- 
given. It  is  hardly  reasonable  to 
think  that  the  Lord  will  forgive  the 
sins  of  a  man  who  is  healed  if  he 
has  not  repented.  Naturally  he 
would  repent  of  his  sins  if  he  seeks 
for  the  blessing  by  the  elders. 
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"AND  HE 

TOOK  A 
CHILD.  .  .' 

by  Rita  Corrigan 


"JND  he  took  a  child,  and  set 
him  in  the  midst  of  them:  and 
when  he  had  taken  him  in  his  arms, 
he  said  unto  them, 

Whosoever  shall  receive  one  of 
such  children  in  my  name,  receiveth 
me:  and  whosoever  shall  receive  me, 
receiveth  not  me,  but  him  that  sent 
me."  (Mark  9:36-37) 

How  familiar  this  scripture  is  to 
all  of  us.  I  had  heard  and  read  it 
often  and  thought  I  knew  its 
meaning  but  it  was  not  until  I  was 
asked  to  take  on  the  assignment  of 
reviving  a  Primary  in  the  local 
branch  of  the  Church  that  I  fully 
understood  its  meaning.  This 
happened  about  six  years  ago;  my 
husband  and  I  were  new  converts 
and  we  found  much  that  was 
strange  and  new  in  the  teachings  of 
the  Church. 

With  my  own  young  family  and 
those  of  nearby  L.D.S.  members 
forming  a  nucleus  we  were  soon 
launched  on  a  most  thrilling  project. 
There  were  mistakes,  of  course,  set- 
backs, the  ups  and  downs  of  atten- 
dance,   times    of   despair   but    there 


were  the  good  times  too  and 
through  it  all  the  comforting 
scripture  from  St.  Mark, 

"Whosoever  will  receive  one  of 
such  children  in  my  name,  receiveth 
me  .  .  ." 

Yes,  our  Primary  was  prepared 
to  receive  not  only  one  but  as  many 
as  were  prepared  to  come  to  our 
classes  and  learn  with  to  enjoy  the 
Lord's  work  and  serve  Him  in  this 
small  way. 

From  time  to  time  non-L.D.S. 
children  attended  our  classes,  some 
fairly  regularly,  others  indifferently 
but  we  hope  and  pray  that  all  of 
them  have  benefited  and  been 
blessed  with  increased  knowledge  of 
the  fulness  of  the  Gospel,  that 
some  seeds  fell  on  fertile  soil  and 
shall  bear  fruit  one  day. 

It  has  brought  great  happiness  to 
the  teachers  to  see  those  children 
who  attend  Primary  regularly 
blossom  spiritually  as  well  as 
mentally.  Both  teacher  and  pupil 
have  learned  together  of  the 
wonderful  story  of  the  restored 
Gospel. 


-//- 


North  Western  Branch   Dissolved 


On  Sunday  January  24,  1960  at 
a  special  meeting  under  the 
direction  of  Mission  President  Glen 
G.  Fisher,  the  North  Western 
Branch  (Transvaal  District)  was 
dissolved  and  the  membership 
transfer ed  to  the  Ramah  Branch. 
As  the  North  Western  Branch  is 
within  the  boundries  of  the  Ramah 
Branch,  this  move  has  been  made 


to  unite  the  two  branches. 

The  branch  first  held  meetings  at 
the  home  of  Brother  Johannes 
Paulus  Brummer  in  1915  and  con- 
tinued there  until  1958  when  owing 
to  the  illness  of  sister  Brummer  it 
was  found  necessary  to  meet  else- 
where. Brother  William  Brummer 
has  been  the  present  Branch  Pre- 
sident. 
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GENE  A LOG  1 


GENEALOGICAL  work  is  the 
duty  of  all  who  would  call 
themselves  the  children  of  God,  and 
mainly  the  responsibility  of  all  those 
who  have  been  ordained  to  the 
Priesthood. 

However,  it  has  been  noted  with 
much  regret  that  there  are  a 
number  of  our  Priesthood  bretheren 
who  are  neglecting  this  great  work 
to  which  they  have  been  called. 

Stirring  testimonies  have  been 
borne  wherein  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ,  as  it  has  been  restored  in 
the  latter-days,  has  been  held  out  as 
the  only  means  by  which  mankind 
may  gain  Eternal  life.  Yet  there  is 
that  insistence  to  entirely  disregard 
what  is  probably  the  most  important 
doctrine  whereby  that  Eternal  life 
may  be  gained. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  this 
work  of  salvation  for  both  the  living 
and  the  dead  does  not  fall  within 
the  sphere  of  any  of  the  auxilliaries 
of  the  Church.  Genealogical  work 
functions  directly  under  the  Priest- 
hood. Ordinances  performed  in  the 
Temple  are  Priesthood  ordinances, 
and  genealogical  research  which 
makes  the  performance  of  these 
ordinances  possible  is  the  responsi- 
bility of  every  member  of  the  Priest- 
hood. 

President  Wilford  Woodroff  said  : 

"We  want  the  Latter-day  Saints 
from  this  time  to  trace  their 
genealogies  as  far  as  they  can  and 
be  sealed  to  their  fathers  and 
mothers.  Have  children  sealed  to 
their  parents,  and  run  this  chain 
through  as  far  as  you  can  get  it. 
This  is  the  will  of  the  Lord." 

There  is  an  abundance  of  work 
yet  to  be  done  by  the  members  in 
the  South  African  Mission  and 
while  most  sources  of  research  are 
still  opened  to  us  in  this  country, 
we  ought  to  take  advantage,  before 


it  is  too  late,  of  accummulating  data 
so  essential  in  accurately  indenti- 
fying  those  of  our  ancestors  who 
have  passed  on. 

Refering  to  this  President  George 
F.    Richards  said : 

"We  couldn't  administer  these 
blessings  now  to  the  kindred  dead 
without  this  genealogical  data.  You 
will  see  readily  that  the  genealogical 
research  to  find  out  our  dead  and 
such  information  concerning  them 
as  will  indentify  them  is  on  a  par  of 
importance  with  the  Temple  ordi- 
nance itself.  So  don't  be  discou- 
raged, for  when  you  are  engaged  in 
that  work  you  are  engaged  in  the 
work  of  God."  {Genealogy  Maga- 
zine, vol.   27,  p.   151) 

The  responsibility  of  our  brethe- 
ren in  the  Priesthood  is  great  and  I 
would  urge  them  to  give  this  matter 
serious  consideration.  It  is  suggested 
that  all  holders  of  the  Aaronic  and 
Melchizedek  Priesthoods  with  the 
co-operation  of  their  parents,  wives, 
and  children  prepare  without  delay 
a  family  group-sheet  and  forward  it 
through  their  Branch  Genealogical 
Committee  to  the  Mision  Genealo- 
gical Office  for  filing.  This  could 
well  become  a  project  to  be  adopted 
by  each  family  in  the  Mission  at 
their  regular  Home  Evening. 

Parents  are  urged  to  encourage 
their  children  to  participate  in 
Genealogical  training  provided  by 
each  Branch  in  the  Mission.  Relief 
Society  sisters  should  be  encouraged 
to  co-operate  with  their  husbands  in 
the  fullfillment  of  Priesthood  duties 
and  assist  them  in  tracing  their 
family  lines. 

I  pray  sincerely  that  we  may  all 
be  stirred  by  the  Spirit  of  Elijah 
and  be  blessed  in  our  Genealogical 
research  during  this  year. 

—Richard  W.  Smith. 
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ATTENTION  is  called  to  a 
change  in  the  opening  exer- 
cises of  Sunday  School.  This  wor- 
ship service  is  an  important  part  of 
the  Sunday  School.  Will  all  Super- 
intendents please  take  careful  note 
of  the  following. 

The  worship  service  is  carefully 
and  completely  covered  in  Chapter 
5  of  the  March  1959  HANDBOOK, 
beginning  at  page  25. 

The  problem  of  announcements  is 
covered  at  page  31.  Concerning  this 
matter,  Superintendent  David  Law- 
rence McKay  in  the  November  1955 
issue  of  The  INSTRUCTOR,  page 
340  had  this  to  say,  "In  the  ideal 
Sunday  School  at  the  end  of  the 
devotional  prelude  and  at  the  hour 
for  commencing  Sunday  School,  the 
superintendent  nods  to  the  organist 
who  commences  playing  the  opening 
hymn.  The  chorister  rises  and  the 
Sunday  School  commences  with  the 
hymn.  There  is  no  greeting;  there 
are  no  announcements. 

It  is  felt  that  the  Mission  Sunday 
Schools  should  make  an  adjustment 
to  this.  The  member  of  the  branch 
presidency  greets  the  congregation, 
makes  his  brief  announcements  and 
sits  down.  The  superintendent  nods 
to  the  organist  and  the  chorister, 
and  the  music  begins.  The  member 
of  the  suoerintendency  conducting 
does  not  say  one  word  during  the 
exercises.  A  bulletin  board  should 
indicate  the  numbers  of  all  the 
hymns  to  be  sung. 

President  David  O.  McKay  has 
indicated  to  the  Sunday  Schools  his 
opinion  concerning  a  proper  reve- 
rential worship  service :  "In  the  best 
conducted  Sunday  Schools  of  the 
Church,  self-government  is  manifest 
in  every  procedure,  and  fundamental 
principles  of  good  conduct,  worship, 
and  devotion  are  exemplified  in 
every       exercise.       That      school 
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approaches  nearest  the  ideal,  in 
which  the  superintendent  finds  it 
unnecessary  even  to  say  a  word  by 
way  of  direction  from  the  moment 
when  the  bishop  (branch  president) 
makes  his  announcements  for  the 
day  until  the  classes  march  to  their 
respective  classrooms."  {Gospel 
Ideals,   p.  217) 

Chapter  8  of  the  HANDBOOK, 
page  50  thoroughly  discusses  2\ 
minute  talks.  Teachers  responsible 
for  producing  these  talks  should  be 
given  the  assignment  three  months 
in  advance.  Superintendents  should 
observe  this  timing.  This  will  per- 
mit the  teacher  to  assign  a  class 
member  to  give  the  talk  first  in  the 
class  on  a  subject  taken  from  the 
lesson.  Following  this  talk  the  other 
students  and  the  teacher  have  an 
opportunity  of  discussing  the  sub- 
ject matter  with  the  one  giving  the 
talk.  Thereafter  the  teacher  can  re- 
view the  material  being  given.  This 
procedure  should  ensure  that  the 
student  makes  a  good  presentation, 
without  reading  the  talk,  in  the  wor- 
ship service. 

Let  us  all  strive  for  better  reve- 
rence in  our  Sunday  School  services. 
It  would  be  well  for  superintendents 
to  emphasise  this  to  your  faculty 
during  your  monthly  Faculty 
Meetings. 

Do  those  who  come  to  Sunday 
School  have  that  feeling  of  being 
welcomed  and  wanted?  In  discussing 
this  question  with  your  Sunday 
School  workers  it  is  suggested  that 
you  refer  to  General  Superintendent 
George  R.  Hill's  article  in  the 
March,  1954  INSTRUCTOR,  page 
68.  Here  you  will  find  the  answer  to 
the  greeter's  and  usher's  problems. 
See  HANDBOOK,  pages  14  and  24. 
See  also  "The  Urge  to  Belong"  by 
David  L.  McKay,  luly  1958, 
INSTRUCTOR,  page   216— D.T.W. 
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rpHIS  month  we  would  like  to 
J-  tell  you  just  a  little  about  the 
progarmme  that  has  been  outlined 
for  the  young  boys  aged  12  to  16 
inclusive.  It  has  been  entitled  the 
VANGUARD  programme  and  is 
run  on  similar  lines  to  the  Scouts. 
It  has  been  brought  into  effect  due 
to  difficulties  which  we  have  ex- 
perienced in  endeavouring  to  be- 
come affiliated  with  the  South 
African  Scouting  Association. 

All  the  boys  in  the  afore- 
mentioned age-group  will  be 
formed  into  a  "group"  and  will  be 
called  the  VANGUARD  CADRE— 
to  be  pronounced  Kaadray — and 
they  will  be  under  the  leadership 
of  an  adult  who  will  be  called  the 
VANGUARD  LEADER.  This  lea- 
der will  naturally  have  to  be  some- 
one whom  young  boys  will  love  and 
respect.  There  will  also  be  a 
PATROL  LEADER  chosen  from 
the  Cadre  by  his  fellow  Vanguards. 

After  fulfilling  certain  EN- 
TRANCE REQUIREMENTS,  they 
then  work  for  awards  and  gain  an 
APPRENTICE  VANGUARD 
RANK  after  the  first  year.  The 
following  year  they  gain  an  EX- 
PLORER VANGUARD  RANK, 
then  a  PIONEER  VANGUARD 
RANK  and  finally  after  the  fourth 
year,  they  gain  a  MASTER  VAN- 
GUARD  RANK    If  they   hold  all 


four  of  these  degrees,  they  are 
granted  the  LIAHONA  AWARD 
which  should  be  the  ultimate  goal 
of  each  Vanguard. 

A  uniform  has  been  designed  for 
these  young  boys  which  will  keep 
them  distinct  from  the  rest  of  the 
members  of  the  M.I. A.,  and  which 
they  will  wear  to  each  M.I.A. 
meeting  except  a  general  activity 
when  their  dress  may  be  optional. 
On  their  uniform  are  worn  the 
relative  badges  which  they  will  be 
presented  with  as  they  gain  each 
Rank. 

The  VANGUARD  STANDARD 
which  each  boy  must  know  and 
live  is  as  follows: 

"I  will  always  be  alert  and  deter- 
mined to: 

Maintain     and     strengthen     my 
body,  my  mind,  and  my  spirit; 

Carry  out  my  responsibilities  to 
my  Heavenly  Father: 

Discharge   my   obligations    as    a 
citizen  of  my  country; 

Help  my  fellow  men  as  much  as 

I  can." 
It  is  sincerely  hoped  that  all 
Branches  will  have  a  desire  to 
adopt  this  programme  for  their 
young  boys  for  it  will  develop  them 
physically,  artistically,  intellec- 
tually and  spiritually. 

— L.P. 


-//" 


"We  would  not  be  worthy  of  Salvation,  we  woukt  not  be  worthy  of 
Eternal  Lives  in  the  Kingdom  of  God,  if  anything  could  turn  us  away 
from  the  truth  or  from  the  love  of  it."     — President  Wilford  Woodruff 
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by  Mavis  E.  Louw 


I  WONDER  if  it  is  the  desire  of 
every  parent,  right  from  the 
birth  of  their  first  born,  to  send 
their  children  on  a  mission  for 
the  Church.  If  one  has  this  desire, 
it  has  a  three-fold  effect.  It  pro- 
vides a  great  objective  for  the 
parents.  It  is  an  incentive  to  teach 
the  child  the  gospel  and  its  pur- 
pose, beginning  when  the  child  is 
small,  in  order  to  prepare  it  for  a 
mission.  When  the  child  reaches 
the  age  of  accountability,  it  under- 
stands and  cultivates  the  desire  to 
serve  a  mission. 

In  preparing  your  children  for 
a  mission,  you  yourself  gain  a 
better  knowledge  of  the  Gospel,  and 
at  the  same  time  you  get  very  close 
to  your  children. 

Where  is  there  a  better  way  to 
obey  the  commandment  of  the  Lord 
as  given  in  Doctrine  and  Cove- 
nants, Section  68:28,  than  to  pre- 
pare your  children  in  such  a  way 
that  they  of  themselves  desire  to 
go  on  a  mission  and  serve  their 
Lord? 

I  do  wish  to  emphasize  that 
children  should  be  imbued  with 
the  desire  to  go  on  a  mission  while 
they  are  very  young.  So  often  one 
hears  parents  expressing  regret 
that  their  children  did  not  go  on 
a  mission,  but  it  is  a  responsibility 
that  one  is  inclined  to  neglect. 

The  blessings  that  come  to  the 
young  woman  or  young  man  who 
serves    a    mission    comes   to    their 


parents  in  the  same  measure.  One 
who  has  not  experienced  the  joy 
that  comes  from  having  a  son  or 
daughter  serving  a  mission  can 
never  comprehend  it. 

The  experiences  that  your  son 
or  daughter  have  while  serving  a 
mission,  you  seem  to  share  with 
them.  You  are  always  looking  for- 
ward to  their  letters,  to  learn  of 
some  new  experience  they  have 
had.  Although  they  may  be  far 
away  from  home,  yet  they  seem 
closer  to  you  than  when  they  were 
at  home. 

I  have  heard  most  missionaries 
make  this  statement  that  their 
term  as  a  missionary  had  been  the 
happiest  of  their  lives.  I  feel  that 
most  mothers  will  say  the  same, 
that  they  experienced  great  joy 
and  contentment  while  their  son 
or  daughter  was  on  a  mission. 

I  feel  that  the  experiences  that 
a  missionary  has  while  on  a 
mission  certainly  benefits  them 
greatly  in  their  later  lives. 

If  every  home  could  adopt  a 
missionary  method  for  its  own  use, 
conversion  would  follow  as  is  the 
case  in  the  mission  field.  Children 
would  be  impressed  by  the  testi- 
monies of  their  parents. 

In  a  very  real  sense  they  are 
investigators  of  the  Gospel,  so  why 
not  consider  the  following  verse: 

Every    home    a   mission    field 
Every    parent    a   missionary 
Every    child    an    investigator    of    the 
gospel. 


"Prayer  is  the  pulsation  of  a  yearning,  loving  heart  in  tune  with  the 
Infinite.  It  is  the  message  of  the  soul  sent  directly  to  a  loving  Father.  The 
language  is  not  mere  words,  hut  spirit  vibrations."  .  .  . — President  David  O. 
McKay 
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Mill  MISSIONARIES 


Gary  Howlett 
Ruel  Barker 


TRANSFERS 

From 

Johannesburg 
Pretoria 

APPOINTMENTS 


To 

Pretoria 
Johannesburg 


Elder  Dennis  Bullock,  Supervising  Elder  of  the  West  Rand  District, 
6  January  1960. 

NEW  ARRIVALS 

Elder  Ronald  Louw  of  Springs,  Transvaal  was  set  apart  by  President 
Glen  G.  Fisher,  31  December  1959  and  assigned  to  Port  Elizabeth. 

Elder  Mack  Park  of  Cape  Town,  Cape  Province  was  set  apart  by 
President  Glen  G.  Fisher,  31  December  1959  and  assigned  to  East  London. 

Elder  Marvin  Dahl  of  Raymond,  Alberta,  Canada,  13  January  1960 
and  assigned  to  Krugersdorp. 

Elder  Glen  Clayton  Scott  of  Bowness,  Alberta,  Canada,  13  January, 
1960  and  assigned  to  Cape  Town. 

Elder  Gary  William  Tate  of  Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada,  13  January 
1960  and  assigned  to  Cape  Town. 

// 


LEFT  FOR  HOME 


Moyle  H.  Pilling  of  Leavitt, 
Alberta,  Canada.  He  laboured  in 
Boksburg,  Johannesburg,  East 
London,  and  West  Rand.  He  served 
as  Supervising  Elder  of  the  West 
Rand  District.  We  are  grateful  for 
the  service  he  has  rendered  during 
the  past  two  years  and  pray  the 
Lord  will  bless  him  in  his  future 
endeavours. 
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BAPTISMS 

BOOYSEN,  Cheryl  Anne,  Bell- 
ville,  b.  Elder  Frank  L.  Conlin,  c. 
Elder  Ronald  M.  Bacher,  6  Decem- 
ber 1959. 

BORNMEN,  Cathrine  Elsa,  Wel- 
kom,  b.  Elder  Douglas  Olsen,  c. 
Elder  James  Prins,  6  December 
1959 

BORNMAN,  Cecilia  Elizabeth, 
Welkom,  b.  Elder  Douglas  Olsen, 
c.  Elder  James  Prins,  6  December 
1959. 

BORNMAN,  Corneluis  Johannes, 
Welkom,  b.  Elder  James  Prins,  c. 
Elder  James  Prins,  6  December 
1959 

BUCKLE,  Emilie  Zillah,  Bula- 
wayo,  b.  Elder  Francis  T.  Taylor, 
c.  Elder  Robert  Scully,  24  Decem- 
ber 1959 

BUCKLE,  Walter  Normon,  Bula- 
wayo,  b.  Elder  Francis  T.  Taylor, 
c.  Elder  Francis  T.  Taylor,  24 
December  1959. 

HERTOG,  Ronald  Simon,  Bula- 
wayo,  b.  Elder  Francis  T.  Taylor,  c. 
Elder  Robert  Scully,  6  December 
1959. 

HOWSE,  Jack  Robert,  Springs, 
b.  Kenneth  S.  Armstrong,  c.  Ronald 
C.  Louw,   23   November  1959. 

KALLIS,    Eileen    Joyce,    Out    of 

Branch,  b.  Elder  Frank  Conlin,  c. 
Elder  Vaughn  Hunsaker,  6  Decem- 
ber 1959. 
LEROUX     Valerie     Ann     Rosalie, 

East  Rand,  b.  Elder  Robert  D. 
Barrus,  c.  Elder  James  M.  Webster, 
23  November  1959. 

NICHOLLS,       David       Stewart, 

Ramah,  b.  Elder  Moyle  Pilling,  c. 
Elder  Glen  Harding  13  December 
1959. 


NICHOLLS,       Gladys       Mariam, 

Ramah,  b.  Elder  Moyle  Pilling  c. 
Elder  Ronald  Gordon  Rice,  13 
December  1959. 

NICHOLLS,  Paul  Andre,  Ramah, 

b.  Elder  Moyle  Pilling,  c.  Elder 
Ronald  Gordon  Rice,  13  December 
1959. 

PERRING,  Jemina,  Out  of 
Branch,  b.  Elder  Joseph  Ross 
Zemp,  c.  Elder  Dennis  F.  Wright, 
6  December  1959. 

PURCHASE,  Catherine  Mary, 
North  Western,  b.  Elder  Virgel  R. 
Schmidt,  c.  Elder  W.  Dale  Heyland, 
13  December  1959. 

SIEMS,  Dorothy  Marilyn,  Bell- 
ville,  b.  Richard  Warrington  Smith, 

c.  President  Glen  G.  Fisher.  6 
December  1959. 

SMITH,  Harold  Albert,  Out  of 
Branch,  b.  Richard  Warrington 
Smith,  c.  John  Colin  Scheltema,  6 
December  1959. 

VAN  NIEKERK,  Pieter  Rade- 
meyer,  Ramah,  b.  Stephanus  van 
Niekerk,  c.  William  H.  Brummer, 
13  December  1959. 

YATES,  Joyce  Violet,  Bulawayo, 
b.  Elder  Robert  F.  Scully,  c.  Elder 
Francis  T.  Taylor,  6  December 
1959 

BLESSINGS 

BOTHA,  Madelein  Perie,  Wel- 
kom. 6  December  1959  by  Andrew 
W.  Robinson. 

BRITZ,  Susanah  Jacoba  Mar- 
garetha,  Out  of  Branch,  2  August 
1959  by  Andries  C.Brummer. 

BRUMMER,  Leon  Johan,  Ramah, 
6  December  1959  by  Johannes  P. 
Brummer. 

BUDD,  Nadine,  Out  of  Branch, 
8  November  1959  by  Elder  Keith 
Hubert. 
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HUMAN,       Clement       Reginald, 

East  London,  6  December  1959  by 
Clement  Gerald  Human. 

JARDINE,  Thelma  Jennifer, 
North  Western,  10  January  1960  by 
Elder  Sidney  Newton. 

McPHAIL,  Shona  Vernice,  Dur- 
ban, 27  December  1959  by  Angus 
R.  McPhail. 

MILNE,  Janet,  Raman,  3  Jan- 
uary 1960  by  Gordon  Ross  Dell. 

TERBLANCHE,  Ettiene  Paul, 
Out  of  Branch,  3  January  1960  by 
Gordon  C.  Terblanche. 

THOMSON,  Samuel  Waldron 
James,  Ramah,  6  December  1959  by 
George  Texas  Washburn  Smith. 

VAN  ZYL,  Willem  Marcel,  Bula- 
wayo,  6  December  1959  by  Elder 
Francis  T.  Taylor. 

VAN  ZYL,  Wouter  Marian,  Bula- 
wayo,  6  December  1959  by  Elder 
Francis  T.  Taylor. 

YATES,  Dianne  Francine,  Bula- 
wayo,  6  December  1959  by  Elder 
Robert  F.  Scully. 


YATES,  Melody  Gail,  Bulawayo, 
6  December  1959  by  Elder  Robert 
F.  Scully. 

ORDINATIONS 

BESTER,  Barends  Jacobus,  East 
Rand,  Priest,  6  December  1959  by 
Elder  John  Oviatt. 

MARRIAGES 

FAGAN,  Yvonne  Joy  and  Clive 
John  Gibbs  both  of  Durban,  17 
December  1959  at  Durban. 

LE  ROUX,  Loretta  Beatrice  and 
Robert  William  Short  both  of  Ger- 
miston,  10  October,  1959  at  Ramah, 
Johannesburg 

LE  BARON,  David  C.  of  Barn- 
well, Alberta,  Canada  and  Lindalie 
Melba  Austin  of  Provo,  Utah, 
December  1959  in  the  Salt  Lake 
Temple. 

STEEN-NIELSSEN,  Rose-Marie 
of  Pinelands,  Cape  Province  and 
Douglas  Henderson  of  Vancover, 
British  Columbia,  Canada,  21 
January  1960  in  the  Salt  Lakp 
Temple. 


MY    MISSION— Continued 

One  of  the  most  important 
things  that  has  been  developed  on 
my  mission  is  my  love  for  my 
mother  and  sisters.  I  have  learned 
to  appreciate  them  more  and  have 
learned  to  be  more  considerate 
towards  them.  To  my  Mom  I 
would  like  to  say:  "Thank  you  for 
everything  you  have  done  for  me. 
Thank  you  for  your  love,  friend- 
ship and  understanding,  for  al- 
ways encouraging  me  to  do  better. 
Thank  you  for  being  there  that  I 
could  write  to  you  and  for  always 
answering  my  letters  so  promptly. 
You  have  become  the  closest 
friend  that  I  will  ever  have." 

My  most  prized  possession  today 
is  my  testimony  of  the  Gospel  and 
I  have  my  mission  to  thank  for 
strengthening  it  so  much.  Before  if 
somecne  attacked  the  principles  of 
the  Gospel  I  would  let  it  go  over 
my  head  and  not  even  try  to 
defend  it  but  now  I  want  to 
defend  the  Church  and  it's  prin- 
ciples because  I  know  them  to  be 
true.  Just  recently  a  lady  I  met 
attacked  the  Church  and  said 
some  horrible  things  about  it.  I 
could  feel  my  blood  boiling  and  I 
told  this  good  lady  that  she  did 


not  have  the  right  to  condemn  me 
or  my  religion  and  why  was  she 
doing  this  when  we  had  said 
nothing  against  her  church? 

All  of  my  mission  experiences 
have  not  been  of  this  nature, 
because  I  have  had  some  very 
lovely  experiences.  Especially  if 
someone  says  that  they  believe  we 
have  the  truth  and  are  willing  to 
look  into  the  principles  of  the 
Gospel  and  then  you  can  see  them 
grow  in  the  Gospel.  I  have  spent 
many  interesting  hours  meeting 
with  these  people  and  telling  them 
about  Joseph  Smith  and  the 
wonderful  teachings  that  he  was 
able  to  bring  back  to  the  earth 
through  the  inspiration  of  the 
Lord. 

I  know  that  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 
is  true  'ind  that  Joseph  Smith  was 
a  prophet  of  God  and  that  we 
have  today  at  the  head  of  the 
Church  a  wonderful  prophet  of 
God.  I  am  thankful  for  the  oppor- 
tunity I  have  had  of  being  on  a 
mission  and  of  serving  my 
Heavenly  Father  in  this  manner. 
May  the  Lord  bless  all  those  who 
are  diligently  seeking  the  truth. 
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BELLVILLE  BRANCH 

by  Marein  Goosen 

It  was  wonderful  to  have  two 
former  South  African  missionaries, 
Sister  Jean  McGill  and  Brother 
Andries  Naude,  as  well  as  the 
Melverton  Jakins  family  of  Dur- 
ban, visit  our  branch  Sunday 
School  on  December  27th.  We 
appreciate  the  visit  of  these  fine 
people. 

On  the  evening  of  the  same  day 
the  "Mission-Aire"  quartet  sang  at 
Sacrament  Meeting  and  helped  to 
round  off  a  lovely  day. 

We  trust  that  Sister  Elizabeth 
Hutchinson,    one    of    our    Sunday 


THE  BRANCHES 
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School   teachers,  will  soon  recover 
from  her  illness. 

The  Bellville  Branch  wish  to  ex- 
press their  best  wishes  to  Brother 
Gary  Fisher.  We  pray  that  the 
Lord  will  bless  and  sustain  him  on 
his  mission  in  England. 

On  the  16th  January  Sister  Heila 
Goosen  and  Dirk  Schreuder  were 
married  and  we  wish  both  happi- 
ness and  joy 

// 


BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

by  Mona  Spear 

It  has  been  a  busy  year  for  us 
here  as  well  as  a  very  memorable 
one.  Our  new  Chapel  is  still  a  dream 
to  most  of  us.  It  is  difficult  for  us 
to  realise  that  that  dream  is  now 
a  reality.  We  know  that  we  have  to 
continue  to  be  busy  in  order  to 
keep  our  Chapel  the  lovely  place 
it  is  so  we  anticipate  further  hard 
work  in  the  New  Year. 

We  had  the  sad  experience  in 
December  to  say  cheerio  to  our 
lady  missionaries.  We  enjoyed 
having  them  and  hope  that  they 
will  be  happy  in  their  new  fields  of 
labour.  We  also  bid  farewell  to 
Elder  Peterson  and  Whitehead  and 
we  hope  that  they  too  will  be 
happy  in  their  new  field  of  labour. 
We  welcome  into  our  midst  Elders 


Prins  and  Svenson. 

Our  Christmas  Party  was  a  jolly 
one  and  we  were  very  pleased  to 
have  Renee  Hubert  and  Don 
Harper  with  us.  No  offence,  Renee, 
but  we  were  especially  happy  to 
have  Don  here  as  we  needed  him 
very  badly.  He  looked  good  in  the 
regalia  peculiar  to  a  Christmas 
Party.  Thank  you,  Don ! ! 

With  the  Relief  Society  and 
Primary  in  recess  there  seems  little 
to  report  but  we  would  like  to  take 
the  opportunity  of  wishing  the 
members  of  these  two  auxiliaries, 
wherever  they  may  be,  a  welcome 
rest  and  renewed  vigor  for  1960. 

On  the  6th  December  we  held  a 
combined  meeting  here  with  mem- 
bers of  the  Kimberley  and  Welkom 
Branches.  Brother  and  Sister 
Bommann  and  daughter  from 
Welkom  and  Sister  Perry  from 
Kimberley  entered  the  waters  of 
baptism.  We  were  happy  to  witness 
this  important  event  and  welcome 
them  into  the  fold. 

A  very  enjoyable  meeting  was 
held  on  the  28  December.  We  had 
visiting  with  us  Sister  Val  Symonds 
from  Kimberley,  Sister  Braithwaite 
and  children  from  Durban,  and 
Sister  Kotze  from  Cape  Town. 
After  the  evening  meeting  a  Fire- 
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side  was  held  under  the  auspices 
of  the  M.I.A.  The  theme  was  "No, 
Thank  You"  and  four  families  took 
part  on  the  program.  An  enjoyable 
evening  was  had  by  all. 

We  wish  you  a  very  Happy  New 
Year  and  pray  the  Lord  to  bless 
each  of  you  with  renewed  health 
and  strength. 


-//- 


DURBAN  BRANCH 

by  Joyce  Wahlburn 

On  the  24th  December  the  M.I.A. 
held  their  New  Year  party  at  the 
Chapel. 

The  Genealogy  Society,  under 
the  direction  of  Brother  Vic  Hen- 
ning,  was  in  charge  of  the  Evening 
Service  on  the  3rd  January  and 
they  set  a  fine  precedent  for  the 
other  auxiliaries  by  the  fine  pro- 
gram which  they  presented. 

A  very  successful  cake  sale  for 
our  Hall  Fund  was  held  on  the 
9th  January. 

We  have  had  quite  a  few  visitors 
this  past  month:  Brother  and 
Sister  Morrison  and  family  of 
Ramah,  Sisters  Beverley  and  Mar- 
lene  Louw  of  Springs,  Brother 
Jones  of  Salisbury,  and  Sister 
Dweenie  Kunitz  of  Pretoria. 

We  are  glad  to  have  our  Mission- 
aries back  after  their  Convention 
in  Cape  Town.  Also  the  many 
members  of  our  Branch  who  were 
away  over  the  festive  season. 

At  this  time  we  would  like  to 
extend  our  love  and  best  wishes  to 
all  our  Brothers  and  Sisters 
throughout  the  Mission,  and  may 
they  all  have  a  very  happy  1960. 


-//- 


EAST    LONDON    BRANCH 

by  Rita  Corrigan 
In  order  to  raise  money  for  the 
Christmas  Tree  party  the  East 
London  members  held  a  cake  sale 
which  proved  very  successful,  on 
the  28th  November,  1959. 

The  following  week  the  Relief 
Society  sisters  organised  another 
jumble  sale  at  the  home  of  Sister 
Wewege.  and  collected  a  small  sum 
of  money  to  swell  their  funds. 

On  the  evening  of  December  18, 
a  goodly  number  of  grown-ups  and 
children  gathered  at  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Corrigan  to 
enjoy  the  Branch  Christmas  party. 
After  an  opening  prayer,  Christmas 


carols  were  sung  lustily  by  young 
and  old  alike  and  in  the  midst  of 
them  Santa  Claus  appeared  bear- 
ing a  sackful  of  surprises  for  the 
young  folk.  Excitement  ran  high 
after  that  as  gay  wrappings  were 
torn  eagerly  from  the  gifts  re- 
ceived. When  a  semblance  of  order 
was  restored,  delectable  refresh- 
ments were  served  and  enjoyed  by 
all.  Games  followed  and  then  one 
by  one  families  departed  for  home 
as  little  heads  began  to  nod. 

A  simple  but  human  playlet  was 
presented  as  the  Sunday  Evening 
programme  for  December  27th.  The 
programme  was  organised  by  the 
Sunday  School  and  Primary 
teachers  and  the  youthful  actors 
and  actresses  taking  part  acquitted 
themselves  commendably,  especial- 
ly in  singing  the  carols.  Sister  G. 
Randal  and  Elder  Armstrong 
brough  the  programme  to  a  close 
with  the  lovely  duet,  "Star  Bright". 

We  were  happy  to  make  the 
acquaintance  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Cherrett  and  family  from  Krugers- 
dorp.  They  were  holidaying  at 
Gonubie  Mouth,  some  miles  away 
from  the  city,  but  attended  our 
meetings  regularly  during  their 
their  stay  here. 

After  the  hurry  and  scurry  and 
excitement  of  the  Christmas  season 
we  all  feel  exhausted,  especially 
as  the  weather  here  has  turned 
exceptionally  hot  after  a  brief  cold 
spell. 

Little  Cheryl  Randall  started  off 
the  New  Year  with  a  bad  dose  of 
German  Measles  but  is  getting 
along  nicely  again. 

Sister  E.  Toughey's  health  has 
been  much  impaired  lately  and  she 
had  another  bad  turn  during  mid- 
January.  We  pray  the  Lord  wiU 
give  her  courage  and  strength  to 
bear  ill-health. 

We  would  like  to  thank  the  many 
friends,  who  from  near  and  far, 
sent  Christmas  and  New  Year 
greetings  to  our  Branch. 


-//- 


EAST   RAND   BRANCH 

by  Jean  McGill 
The  Transvaal  District  saw  the 
Old  Year  out  and  the  New  Year 
in  at  a  delightful  Dance  held  at 
Ramah.  The  members  of  the  East 
Rand  Branch  express  their  thanks 
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to  Sister  Olive  Wallace  for  her 
hard  work  in  organising  this  func- 
tion and  to  all  who  assisted  her. 
The  decorations  supplied  by 
Brother  Ken  Armstrong  were 
beautiful  and  effective. 

Branch  Conference  was  held  at 
Brakpan  on  January  10th.  We 
were  happy  to  have  the  District 
Presidency  with  us  that  evening. 
The  messages  left  by  the  speakers 
certainly  gave  us  much  food  for 
thought.  Brother  I.  C.  Louw  and 
Kenneth  Powrie  each  left  inspiring 
thoughts  with  us  and  we  all  left 
the  hall  feeling  richly  blessed  and 
strengthened.  The  entire  Springs 
Branch  was  with  us  for  Conference 
and  we  certainly  were  thrilled  to 
have  them  with  us,  especially  to 
swell  our  singing. 

Our  guest  speaker  on  Sunday, 
January  17th  was  Brother  John 
Troskie,  who  gave  a  wonderful  talk 
on  their  trip  to  America.  We  cer- 
tainly did  enjoy  sharing  their 
wonderful   experiences  with   them. 

We  welcome  Elders  Hippard  and 
Armstrong  to  our  Branch.  We  pray 
that  they  will  enjoy  their  stay  in 
East  Rand. 


-//- 


KRUGERSDORP   BRANCH 

by  Elaine  Strydom 

We  welcome  Brother  and  Sister 
van  Brand wijk  into  the  Branch 
and  hope  they  will  be  very  happy 
in  the  Branch. 

On  Dingaan's  Day  the  Branch 
picnicked  at  Saronde  and  a  very 
energetic  day  it  proved  to  be  with 
cricket,  swimming,  eating  and 
more  swimming.  There  was  a  won- 
derful spirit  amongst  the  members, 
investigators   and   visitors. 

Our  Christmas  Service  on  the 
20th  December  proved  very  interes- 
ting. The  theme  was  "Joy  to  the 
World".  Sister  Powrie  with  the 
help  of  Brother  Ken  and  Judith 
made  the  Committee  Room  feel 
warm  and  full  of  the  right  Christ- 
mas spirit  with  lovely  decorations. 

Many  of  the  members  got 
together  for  Christmas  and  on 
Christmas  evening  camped  out  at 
Saronde  and  picnicked  on  Boxing 
Day. 

Another  highlight  of  December 
was  the  dance  at  Ramah  on  Old 
Years  night.  It  was  a  grand  dance 


and  enjoyed  by  all  the  Krugersdorp 
members   who  attended. 

Mention  should  be  made  of  our 
first  Fast  and  Testimony  meeting 
of  1960,  which  was  well  attended, 
and  almost  20  testimonies  were 
borne  and  there  was  a  lovely 
warm,  and  fine  spirit  there.  All 
that  were  present  felt  the  spirit  of 
our  Heavenly  Father  deep  inside 
us.  It  is  our  prayer  that  throughout 
the  year  our  testimonies  will 
strengthen,  our  knowledge  grow, 
and  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  be  con- 
stantly with  each  one  of  us. 

On  the  9th  January  the  Branch 
gathered  at  Brother  Bobby 
Goetsch's  home  for  a  braaivleis  to 
celebrate  his  birthday  and  every- 
one had  a  grand  time. 

// 


MOWBRAY    BRANCH 

by   Laverne  Park 

December  16th  found  most  of 
the  Mowbray  Branch  members 
aboard  a  special  bus  or  in  their 
cars  bound  for  the  beach  where  we 
all  had  a  most  enjoyable  picnic 
despite  being  caught  in  a  down- 
pour later  in  the  afternoon. 

On  Christmas  Day,  a  Christmas 
Carol  service  was  held  in  the 
Branch  Chapel.  We  wish  to  thank 
the  organizers  and  the  choir  for 
the  beautiful  music  that  was  ren- 
dered and  trust  that  this  will  be 
the  first  of  many  such  services  on 
this  festive  day. 

Missionary  Convention  com- 
menced on  31st  December,  and  the 
Mowbray  and  Bellville  members 
were  once  again  very  privileged 
to  act  as  hosts  to  all  the  mission- 
aries labouring  in  the  South  Afri- 
can Mission.  On  Friday  night.  Jan- 
uary 1st,  the  missionaries  presented 
a  most  enjoyable  concert.  The  Sun- 
day services,  which  were  open  to 
all,  were  very  inspiring  and  some 
wonderful  talks  were  delivered, 
many  of  them  extemporaneously, 
as  President  Fisher  called 
upon  some  of  the  members  at 
random.  During  this  Convention, 
one  of  our  young  men,  Mack  Park, 
was  set  apart  as  a  missionary.  It 
is  our  prayer  that  he  may  spend  a 
happy  and  fruitful  two  years  in  the 
in  the  service  of  the  Lord.  Two  of 
our  young  girls.  Sister  Aileen 
Cramer     and     Sister     Rosa      van 
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Schalkwyk  were  honourably  re- 
leased at  this,  and  we  extend  to 
them  a  hearty  welcome  home. 

On  January  10th  the  Genealogi- 
cal Society  had  charge  of  the 
Evening  Service  and  a  very  lovely 
programme  was  presented. 

On  Monday  11th  January  we 
bade  farewell  to  Sister  Renee 
Hubert  who  has  flown  to  America 
for  a  few  months — or  so  she  says! 
We  wish  Renee  every  happiness 
and  hope  that  we  will  be  able  to 
see  her  again  someday. 

On  Tuesday,  19th  January,  the 
Branch  held  a  Farewell  Party  for 
Gary  Fisher,  now  ELDER  Gary 
Fisher  who  left  the  following 
morning  for  the  British  Mission. 
Inasmuch  as  we  may  never  see 
Gary  again,  it  is  our  sincere  wish 
that  he  may  enjoy  many  wonder- 
ful experiences  while  on  his  mission 
and  that  happiness  may  be  his  as 
he  returns  to  his  homeland.  We, 
at  Mowbray  are  extremely  appre- 
ciative of  the  many  talents  which 
Gary  had  and  the  ability  with 
which  he  carried  our  any  duties  he 
was  called  upon  to  perform.  We 
would  also  like  to  congratulate  him 
on  his  engagement  to  Sister  Milja 
van  der  Linden. 

We  have  had  many  wonderful 
visitors  to  the  Branch  over  the 
past  holidays.  We  hope  that  each 
one  enjoyed  their  stav  as  much  as 
we  enjoyed  having  them  and  we 
hope  to  see  them  again  next  year. 
A  number  of  the  members  of  the 
Mowbray  Branch  have  also  been 
away  on  holiday.  We  hope  that 
these  fine  folks  had  an  enjoyable 
holiday  and  we  will  be  glad  to  wel- 
come  then  back   with  us  again. 


-//- 


NORTH  WESTERN  BRANCH 

by  Bertha  Wagener 
Sunday  School  held  a  Christmas 
party  on  the  18th  December.  It  was 
well  attended.  The  skit  put  on  by 
4  members  brought  much  laughter 
and  fun.  Games  were  well 
patronised,  after  which  delicious 
eats  were  served  which  filled  the 
empty  gaps,  and  all  went  home 
well  satisfied. 

Congratulations  to  Mr.  and  Sister 
Jardine  who  were  blessed  with  a 
lovely  baby  daughter.  We  had  much 
joy   in   witnessing  the  blessing   of 


wee  Helena  Jeniffer  Jardine  on 
the  10th  January. 

Sunday  School  attendance  has 
been  very  satisfactory  for  the  past 
month. 

North  Western  Branch  members 
wish  President  and  Sister  Fisher 
and  all  Saints  a  very  happy  and 
successful  1960.  May  the  Lord's 
richest  blessings  be  bestowed  upon 
all. 


-II- 


PIETERMARFTZBURG    BRANCH 

by  Joan  Ball 

Our  activities  have  all  quietened 
down,  as  once  again  we  have 
entered  into  a  New  Year.  Many  of 
our  members  are  away  on  holiday, 
though,  by  the  time  they  read  this, 
their  holidays  will  be  in  the  past! 

As  is  general,  our  Auxiliaries  are 
in  recess,  and  we  are  looking  for- 
ward to  them  starting  again  in 
February.  President  Morrissey  is 
going  to  start  us  off  with  a  Work- 
shop class  in  Genealogy;  and  as 
none  of  us  have  done  any  of  this 
very  important  work,  we  are  look- 
ing forward  to  its  beginning. 

We  are  happy  to  say  that  all 
those  members  who  have  not  been 
too  well  have  been  restored  to  good 
health. 

It  was  very  nice  to  see  our 
missionaries  return,  looking  so  well 
and  fit,  after  their  Convention  at 
Cape  Town. 


-//- 


PRIMROSE   BRANCH 

by  Minnie  Rautenbach 
Welcome  home   to   the  Norbury 
family  who  are  back  from  a  well 
deservered  holiday. 

Primary,  M.I.  A.,  and  Relief 
Society  are  still  in  recess  until  fur- 
ther notice.  The  Sisters  are  looking 
forward  to  a  very  good  and  hard- 
working New  Year. 

On  the  17th  January  Branch 
Conference  was  held.  Our  speakers 
were  Sister  Gubb,  Brother  Tewson, 
and  Brother  Faber  from  the  Dis- 
trict Presidency.  A  lovely  pro- 
gramme was  arranged  and  the 
theme  was  "Prayer".  The  choir 
under  the  direction  of  Brother  de 
Wet  sang  their  songs  remarkably 
well.  We  wish  to  thank  the  choir 
for  the  many  hours  of  hard  work 
they  put  in.  Flowers  were  arranged 
by  Sister  Hefer  and  Gubb. 
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Brother  Bob  Short  has  been 
transferred  to  Swaziland  and  Sister 
Short  will  leave  at  the  end  of 
January-  We  are  going  to  miss 
them  and  may  the  Lord  bless  them. 

We  wish  all  the  members  who 
wrote  the  Genealogy  exams  the 
best  of  luck  and  a  special  thank 
you  to  Brother  Hefer. 

Congratulations  to  all  the  mem- 
bers in  the  Branch  who  have  been 
unanimously  sustained  in  their 
new  position  in  the  Branch.  May 
the  Lord's  guidance  be  with  them 
always. 

We  extend  a  special  welcome  in 
the  Branch  to  Brother  and  Sister 
Gantor. 


-//- 


PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH 

by  Madge  McHugh 
We  welcome  all  our  visitors  to 
P.E.  We  had  Brother  Dell  and  son 
from  Ramah,  Brother  and  Sister 
Charsley  and  family  from  Rhode- 
sia, Sister  Kotze  from  Cape  Town 
and  Sister  Wiblin  from  Durban. 
We  were  happy  to  see  them  attend 
our  services. 

To  all  our  members  who  have 
been  away  we  extend  a  welcome 
back  and  also  to  Elder  Louw  who 
has  come  to  labour  here.  We  wish 
Elder  Wiffen  the  bast  of  success  in 
his  new  field  of  labour. 


-//- 


PRETORIA  BRANCH 

by  Martha  Lion  Cachet 
With  Christmas  and  New  Year 
past  everyone  is  now  able  to  turn 
their  thoughts  to  the  work  for  the 
coming  year.  We  are  very  pleased 
to  be  able  to  report  that  Brother 
Olev  Taim,  who  has  been  such  a 
faithful  attender  at  all  meetings, 
has  been  given  permission  from 
his  parents  to  be  baptised  and  that 
ceremony  has  since  taken  place. 
We  always  felt  him  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  our  Branch  because  of  his 
faithfulness  and  we  are  therefore 
doubly  pleased  to  welcome  him. 

Everybody  seems  to  be  back  from 
their  holidays  and  the  Branch  was 
indeed  very  depleted  over  the 
Christmas  season.  We  now  have 
to  say  goodbye  to  the  Bibb  family 
who  has  moved  to  Florida.  We 
know  that  we  will  miss  them  all 
greatly  because  of  their  friendship 
and  good  advice  which  they  have 


been  able  to  give  us  many  times. 
We  can  only  say  that  we  hope  their 
stay  in  Florida  will  be  pleasant  and 
we  know  that  they  will  be  able  to 
help  the  Saints  there  as  well  as 
they  have  helped  us. 


-//- 


RAMAH  REPORT 

by   Gerard  Meyer 

Ramah  seems  to  be  sitting  back 
on  her  heels  this  month,  to  take  a 
deep  breath  after  the  strenuous 
hectic  circle  of  events  of  last 
month. 

We  are  happy  to  report  however, 
that  at  least  four  people  around 
Ramah  are  looking  forward  into 
the  New  Year  with  increased  con- 
fidence and  much  planning,  and  so 
it  is  with  pleasure  that  we 
announce  that  Brother  Niel  Wag- 
staff  and  Sister  Margaret  Dewsnup 
are  engaged  (unfortunately,  to  be 
married  in  January  1961  with 
emigration  to  Canada  in  mind), 
and  further.  Brother  Chris  Louw 
and  Mimi  Coetzee  have  done  like- 
wise. We  at  Ramah  pray  the  Lord's 
blessings  upon  them. 

The  New  Year's  Eve  Dance  was 
a  big  success,  as  all  who  were  there 
will  agree.  Next  year  we  hope  for 
increased  numbers  now  that  we 
have  proved  that  the  Transvaal 
District  is  capable  of  organising 
such  a  function. 

Our  next  big  event  of  the  year 
will  be  the  wedding  of  Donovan 
Donly  and  Sue  Oliphant  on 
Saturday  30th  January.  The  in- 
vitation to  the  "do"  has  been 
pinned  on  the  notice  board  at  the 
Chapel  and  so  you  can  bet  your 
bottom  dollar  that  we'll  all  be 
there. 

Once  again  the  Choir  is  hard  at 
it,  practising  for  the  concert  they 
are  presenting  on  the  23rd  January. 
You  recall  that  we  reported  on  the 
last  one  but  two  months  ago,  and 
we  hope  this  time  to  repeat  ,if  not 
better,  the  excellent  entertainment 
that  was  offered  for  the  paltry 
sum  of  2/6. 

Branch  Conference  is  scheduled 
for  January  31st  and  there  is  the 
usual  undercurrent  of  expectency 
what  with  the  changing  of  officers 
and  duties,  etc.,  and  as  always  we 
wonder  how  things  are  going  to 
work  out  this  vear. 
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SALISBURY    BRANCH 

by  Jean  Schonnberg 
The  Salisbury  Branch  has  been 
forging  ahead  despite  the  unusual 
weather— torrents  and  almost  flood 
conditions  followed  by  periods  of 
near  drought.  Still  we  survive  it 
and  believe  all  will  be  for  the  best. 
On  Saturday  19th  December  a 
social  evening  arranged  by  the 
M.I  A  was  held  at  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Hodgkiss.  The 
programme  was  divided  into  two 
parts — the  first  taking  form  of 
"D^Dsr"  games.  After  a  break  for 
refreshments,  the  second  part  of 
the  programme  was  arranged  which 
was  a  real  old-fashioned  Christmas 
carol  sing-song.  What  a  wonderful 
spirit  as  we  all  gathered  round 
and  sang.  All  enjoyed  the  evening 
and  were  sorry  when  it  had  to  end. 
A  special  Christmas  service  was 
held  on  Sunday  20th  and  we  re- 
joiced as  we  thought  anew  of  the 
Babe  of  Bethlehem.  It  was  heart- 
warming to  hear  President  Hodg- 
kiss read  to  us  the  kind  greetings 
sent  from  various  branches  and 
we  extend  our  thanks  for  these 
thoughts. 

On  the  29th  December  the  Relief 
Society  sisters  attended  the  much- 
sooken  of  film  "The  Ten  Command- 
ments". It  was  enjoyed  by  all  and 
our  thanks  go  to  Sister  Theo 
Matthews  for  her  arrangments 
which  led  to  such  a  pleasant  and 
informative   evening. 

A  gala  evening  was  held  on  Old 
Year's  Eve  at  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Trotter  of  Dombashawa. 
What  a  happy  time  was  had  by  all. 
A  lavish  buffet  supper,  dancing  and 
games  all  combined  to  make  the 
evening  most  enjoyable. 

We,  as  a  Branch  thank  our 
Heavenly  Father  for  His  continued 
blessings  and  favours  to  us  and  all 
the  happiness  we  enjoy.  We  pray 
He  will  shower  His  love  on  each 
Branch  of  the  South  African 
African  Mission  at  all  times 


-//- 


SPRING   BRANCH 

by  N.  C.  van  Niekerk 
Sister  Marie  van  Niekerk  wishes 
to  express  her  warmest  apprecia- 
tion to  the  M.I.A.  for  a  really  en- 
joyable house  warming  party  held 
at  her  home  early  in  December  of 
last  year. 
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We  regret  having  omitted  the 
wedding  of  Sister  Owen  Patricia 
Dean  to  Mr.  Lutfellah  E.  Beater 
on  the  12th  December,  1959.  The 
ceremony  was  performed  by  Pres:- 
dent  I.  C.  Louw  in  the  Springs 
Chapel. 

East  Rand  and  Springs  Branches 
once  agam  combined  to  sponsor  a 
really  bumoer  Christmas  party  on 
the  18th  Dscsmber.  Compere  was 
Brother  F.  C.  Alexander  of  East 
Rand  Eranch.  The  par^v  of  200 
children,  infants  and  adults  from 
both  Branches  agreed  that  it  was 
the  best  Christmas  party  ever 
sponsored   by  these   Branches. 

Brother  Ronald  Louw  left  Decem- 
ber 28th  for  Cape  Town  to  enter 
the  Mission  field.  We  pray  the 
Lord's  choicest  blessings  will  always 
be  with  our  dear  brother  wherever 
he  may  be. 

Brother  and  Sister  W.  Erasmus 
of  Durban  were  welcome  visitors 
here  in  the  Branch. 

The  Relief  Society  soonsored  a 
very  fine  party  on  the  29th  Decem- 
ber in  honour  of  President  and 
Sister  I.  C.  Louw  who  celebrated 
their  Silver  Wedding.  We  extend 
to  this  very  fine  family  our  hearti- 
est good  wishes  and  invoke  upon 
them  still  further  blessings  from 
the  Lord. 

On  the  3rd  January  the  Genealo- 
cal  Society  once  again  took  charge 
of  the  evening  service.  The  theme 
was  "The  eyes  of  our  Youth  on  the 
British  Temple".  Our  main  speaker 
on  this  occasion  was  District 
SuDervisor  Norma   Ninow. 

Brother  Jack  House  returned 
from  Durban  where  he  soent  his 
annual  leave.  Brother  Reaford 
Futter  and  family  have  returned 
from  touring  the  Cape.  Brother 
and  Sister  Lionel  Tyler  soent  their 
holiday  somewhere  in  Natal  and 
have  returned  home.  We  are  happy 
to  have  all  these  fine  people  back 
with  us  again. 

On  the  10th  January  Sis'er 
Dhawne  Wentzel  presented  her 
husband  Neil  with  a  fine  seven 
pound  son.  We  wish  these  young 
people  every  happiness  in  this 
wonderful  blessing. 

Sister  Minnie  Hutton  entered 
the  Florence  Nightingale  hospital 
where  she  will  undergo  a  serious 
heart  operat;on.  We  sincerely  pray 
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that  the  Lord  guide  the  hands  of 
those  fine  specialists  who  are  to 
perform  the  operation  and  that 
Sister  Hutton  will  soon  recover. 


-//- 


WELKOM    BRANCH 

by  Violet  Holtshousen 
On  Sunday  the  6th  December  a 
group  of  Welkom  siints  journeyed 
to  Bloemfontein  to  witness  the 
baptism  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Bornmann  and  their  daughter 
Cecelia.  We  welcome  them  as 
members  to  our  Branch  and  trust 
that  they  will  be  happy  among  us. 
Christmas  afternoon  found  a  few 
of  the  Welkom  saints  gathered  to 


enjoy  a  picnic  near  Virginia,  and 
the  afternoon  was  most  enjoyable 
and  all  returned  home  tired  and 
happy. 

On  Sunday  the  10th  January  a 
special  Genealogy  meeting  was  held 
with  songs  by  a  few  of  the  younger 
members  and  the  meeting  was  most 
enjoyable  and  left  many  of  the 
members  thinking  deeply. 

We  in  the  Welkom  Branch  wish 
to  extend  our  New  Year  wishes  to 
President  and  Sister  Fisher  and  to 
all  the  other  branches  throughout 
the  world  and  to  the  many  mis- 
sionaries who  have  passed  this  way 
during  their  mission  in  South 
Africa. 


HOUSE  BUILT  ON  ROCK  — 

that  this  parable  was  given  to  our 
Lord's  disciples,  "privately"  the 
scripture  testifies,  and  so  it  could 
only  have  reference  to  those  who 
claim  membership  in  His  Kingdom. 

May  all  who  read  these  few  words 
of  admonition  resolve  from  this  time 
onward  to  be  as  the  five  wise  virgins 
who  were  prepared  when  the  "bride- 
groom cometh." 

Surely  this  day  will  come,  for  all 
shall  die  and  meet  their  Maker.  We 
have  been  given  the  lamp,  which 
could  be  likened  to  our  membership 
in  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  and 
also  sufficient  oil,  which  in  my  mind 
is  symbolical  of  the  ordinances  and 


Continued 

commandments  of  God,  and  thus  we 
are  left  without  excuse. 

May  God  bless  us  one  and  all 
with  desire,  faith  and  ability  to. 
"build  our  house  upon  a  rock"  so 
that  when  the  rain,  (temptation) 
descends  and  the  floods  (discourage- 
ment) come,  and  the  winds  (pride) 
blow,  we  will  not  fall,  but  rather  be 
as  the  one  in  the  parable  whom 
Jesus  said  "beareth  fruit  one 
hundred  per  cent." 

These  things  I  have  prepared  and 
written  with  love  in  my  heart  for 
you,  my  brethren  and  sisters  in  this 
glorious  gospel.  May  God's  choicest 
blessings  be  with  each  and  everyone 
this  day  and  always. 


THE   WILL  OF   MAN   —  concl 

indestructible  principles,  maintains 
the  living  supremacy  of  the  will  of 
man.  The  culture  training,  and 
the  use  of  the  will  for  good  or  evil 
determines  primarily  the  direction 
of  an  individual  life. 

Through  man's  own  striving  and 
will  he  has  mastered  many  of  the 
forces  of  nature.  Being  endowed 
with  no  special  strength  of  defence 
he  manages  never  the  less  by  the 
cunning  of  this  brain  to  achieve 
comfort,  security,  power  and 
longevity.  The  hostile  forces  of 
nature  have  been  largely  overcome, 
but  a  new  menace  has  arisen  in 
the  form  of  man's  inhumanity  to 
man,  a  force  which  has  claimed 
more  victims  than  the  hostility  of 
nature. 

The  question   arises:   "Can  man 
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control  his  own  social  conduct,  and 
improve  the  relationship  of  man  to 
man?"  This  can  only  be  accom- 
plished through  living  and  keeping 
the  Commandments  of  God,  and 
the  establishment  in  the  hearts  of 
man  the  brotherhood  of  man,  and 
the  Fatherhood  of  God.  The 
Church  in  conformity  with  the 
teachings  of  Christ  trains  the  wills 
of  those  who  have  accepted  the 
Gospel  plan  in  the  paths  of  truth 
and  righteousness,  and  to  aspire  to 
a  Christ-like  life.  The  will  of  man 
prompted  by  the  Holy  Spirit  which 
comes  to  all  who  have  accepted  the 
teachings  of  Christ,  and  have  been 
baptised  into  His  Church  by  the 
power  of  the  Priesthood,  will  be  a 
force  to  those  who  have  lived 
righteously  to  gain  them  eternal 
life. 
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CONSECRATION 


Take  my  life,  and  let  it  be 

Consecrated,  Lord  to  Thee  ; 
Take  my  moments  and  my  days, 

Let  them  flow  in  ceaseless  praise. 

Take  my  hands,  and  let  them  move 
At  the  impulse  of  Thy  love  ; 
Take  my  feet,  and  let  them  be 
Swift  and  beautiful  for  Thee. 

Take  my  voice,  and  let  me  sing 
Always,   only,   for  my   King ; 
Take  my  lips  and  let  them  be 

Filled  with  messages  from  Thee. 

Take  my  silver  and  my  gold, 

Not  a  mite  would  I  withhold  ; 
Take  my  intellect,  and  use 

Ev"ry  power  as  Thou  shalt  choose. 

Take  my  will,  and  make  it  Thine, 
It  shall  be  no  longer  mine  ; 
Take  my  heart — it  is  Thine  own, 
It  shall  be  Thy  royal  throne. 

Take  my  love:    my  Lord,  I  pour 
At   Thy   feet   its   treasure-store ; 
Take  myself,  and   I   will   be 
Ever,  only,  ALL  for  Thee. 

— F.  R.  Havergal 
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WHERE  TO  MEET 


TRANSVAAL 

RAMAH  BRANCH 

Meetings:  1,  Hunter  Street, 
Highlands,  Johannesburg. 

Branch     President:      K.     Brian 
Chater;  Phone  45-5575. 
KRUGERSDORP  BRANCH 

Meetings :  Krugersdorp  Town 
Hall  Lecture  Room. 

Branch  President:  D.  Cherrett. 
SPRINGS  BRANCH 

Meetings:  23,  Eleventh  Street, 
Springs. 

Branch  President:   Douglas  Hul- 
bert. 
EAST  RAND  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Masonic  Hall,  Brak- 
pan. 

Branch   President:    J.   H.    Aden- 
droff;  Phone  54-6277. 
PRETORIA  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Masonic  Hall  on  19th 
Ave.  Gezina. 

Branch  President  J.  H.  L.  Smit. 
PRIMROSE  BRANCH 

Meetings :  English  Medium 
School,  Cnr.  Beaconsfield  Ave. 
and  Shamrock  Road,  Primrose. 

Branch  President:  C.  Norbury. 

NATAL 

DURBAN  BRANCH 

Meetings:  144  Silverton  Road, 
Durban. 

Branch   President:    Ray   Gordon 
Wilson. 
PIETERMARITZBURG    BRANCH 

Meetings:  Oddfellows'  Hall,  136 
Longmarket  Street  (just  above 
Chapel  St.) 

Branch  President:  R.  M.  Mor- 
rissey. 

CAPE  PROVINCE 

MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Cumorah,  Main  Road, 
Mowbray. 

Branch  President:  Alwin  Hubert; 
Phone  4-5275. 
BELLVILLE  BRANCH 

Meetings:   Masonic   Hall,  Talent 


St.,    (Between    1st   and   2nd    Ave.), 
Parow. 

Branch  President:  N.  J.  Goosen; 
Phone  97-3285. 
EAST   LONDON   BRANCH 

Meetings:  Sons  of  England  Hall, 
Belgravia  Crescent,  East  London. 

Branch     President:      Alfred     J. 
Corrigan;  Phone  8-1821. 
PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH 

Meetings:     40     Prospect     Road, 
Walmer. 

Branch  President:  C.  R.  Doller; 
Phone  51-2138. 
KIMBERLEY 

Meetings:  K.  A.  C.  Hall  on  Ship- 
pard  St.,  Kimberley. 


ORANGE  FREE  STATE 

BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Meetings:   Chapel,   end  of  Voor- 
trekker  Road. 

Branch  President:    S.   J.   Spear: 
Phone  6819. 
WELKOM  BRANCH 

Meetings:    Masonic   Hall    State- 
way. 

Branch    President:    Andrew    W. 
Robinson. 


RHODESIA 

BULAWAYO  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Boy  Scout  Head- 
quarters on  8th  Avenue,  off  Loban- 
gula  Street. 

Branch  President:  R.  Isaac. 
SALISBURY  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Dunlop  House,  Kings- 
way,  corner  Jameson  Ave. 

Branch     President:      Hugh     H. 
Hodgkiss. 
GWELO 

Meetings:  Riverside  School,  Ath- 
lone  Drive. 
LUANSHYA  BRANCH 

Meetings:  121  "F"  Avenue, 
Luanshya. 

Branch  President:  Douglas 
Charsley. 
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EDITORIAL 


The  16  and  short 
of  Marriage 


Be  Honest  with  Yourself 


This  is  a  picture  of  an  idea — and  an  ideal. 

It  is  a  picture  of  two  fine  young  newlyweds —  a  tall,  handsome,  whole- 
some young  bridegroom  and  a  sweet  but  not-so-tall  young  bride.  They 
have  stars  in  their  eyes — stars  of  eternal  hope  and  happiness. 

But  the  artist  intended  to  suggest  to  us  far  more  than  this.  He  has 
here  painted  the  dream  of  every  normal,  healthy  young  man  and  young 
woman — a  dream  filled  with  a  honeymoon,  a  happy  home,  laughing,  loving 
children,  faith,  trust,  honour,  achievement — all  these  and  a  never-ending 
love  and  life  together. 

Ask  any  starry-eyed  newly  wedded  couple  how  long  they  want  their 
marriage  to  last,  and  the  answer  will  come  easily:    "Forever!" 

Forever?  Do  they  really  mean  forever?  Not  to  end  in  the  divorce  court 
as  thousands  of  marriages  now  do?  Marriage  till  death?  Yes,  that  long 
and  longer — for  even  then  separation  forever  would  be  tragedy. 

Theirs  is  the  hope  of  eternal  living  and  learning  and  loving  together — an 
ideal — an  eternal  "togetherness'  of  parents  and  children  in  the  old  and 
hallowed  patriarchal  pattern,  consecrated  and  enriched  by  the  blessings 
of  a  loving  and  eternal  Father  in  Heaven  so  long  as  love  and  faith  and 
fidelity  shall  endure. 

There  you  have  it :  the  long  and  the  short  of  marriage.  Which  will 
you  choose? 

BE  HONEST  WITH  YOURSELF 


Published   by  the  South   African  Mission  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 
"Cumorah."    Main    Road,    Mowbray.   C.P.,    South    Africa. 

Glen    G.    Fiscer,    Editor. 

Dale  N.   Melville,   Assoc.  Editor. 

§   Printed   by  Samuel   Griffiths  &  Co.   (Pty.)  Ltd.,   Carmelite   Press,   Dock    Road,   Cape  Town. 
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MIA    FESTIVAL 

AND 

LEADERSHIP 


CONVENTION 


RAMAH 
APRIL    14th— 17th 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

Visitors  to  Convention  who  require  accommodations  should 
notify  their  Branch  President  as  soon  as  possible,  and  give  him 
the  following  information: 

1.  Name,  age  and   sex. 

2.  Whether  own  transport  is  available 

3.  Whether     accommodation      together     is     required     (in     the     case     of 

families). 

4  Estimated  time  of  arrival  at  Ramah  and  departure 

5  Other    relative    information    (such    as    the    need    to    be    quartered    as 
near   as    possible    to    Ramah    in    the    case    of   organisers,    etc.) 


